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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.00 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 

Tonebridge Voluntary Group - Adjournment Debate 

HON BILL STRETCH (South West) [10.01 pm]:  I will not hold the house for long, but I must share with it a 
very disturbing letter I received from constituents of mine deep in the south west region that relates to the 
Tonebridge town site.  I am very glad that many members of Country Labor (WA) are present in the chamber, 
because these constituents in the small township of Tonebridge, situated in the bottom end of the Shire of Boyup 
Brook, lease a small area of land from the government.  On that land they run 200 sheep.  With the proceeds 
from running the sheep on that land they undertake a lot of community work, and all the work they do running 
those animals is voluntary. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  (Hon Adele Farina):  Order, members!  Hon Bill Stretch has the call.  There is 
far too much background noise in the chamber.  Members holding private conversations should please do so 
outside the chamber.  The Hansard staff and I are having difficulty hearing the debate. 

Hon BILL STRETCH:  Some undertakings by this small community have included contributing $1 000 
towards the purchase of a fire truck, supporting the school at Chowerup while it was there, maintaining and 
undertaking some small improvements to the cemetery, creating an excellent rest area at the bridge on the Tone 
River crossing and erecting a gazebo.  I might say that the road between Albany and Boyup Brook is now a 
major arterial road.  These people have done all this work from the proceeds generated by the small block of 
land.  They also support the tennis and golf country club at Tonebridge and they have worked to create a town 
site.  There are five building sites there and a couple of homes.  They paid more than $300 to run a St John 
Ambulance course in this small area.  Imagine their concern when they received a new notice of lease for this 
200 acres of land with a 500 per cent rent increase.  We are used to rent increases from the Labor government, 
and we accept them, but this is miles over the top.  The rent is to go up from $200 per annum to $1 000 per 
annum, plus goods and services tax.  The reality is that with falling sheep and wool prices, they will not make 
anything out of the land with that sort of rental.  It is plain absurd.  It is plain silly.  This voluntary group has put 
in huge amounts of infrastructure on behalf of the people, which is of benefit to the state and the government, as 
it is a tourism route.  It is all there.  The people have put it there with their own sweat, and they get this silly 
increase.   

We implore Country Labor members, if they are serious about helping country areas, to go down there, have a 
look at the land and talk to Richard Turner and his wife and Helen Tuckett, the secretary.  They will show 
members what they have done on the small block of land which they manage.  I think Country Labor members 
would agree that the rental they pay now is adequate.  To put it up by 500 per cent is just damned unfair, and I 
think the result will be that the constituents will let the whole thing go.  The government will then have another 
block of untended land with no firebreaks, no management, and wildlife running rife all over the place.  It will 
just be another hazard.  The land is currently under good management but it will come under bad or no 
management in the future.   

I implore the government to consider this matter quickly.  The new lease has come from the Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure in Bunbury.  My guess is that the minister does not even know it is happening.  I 
suggest that some Country Labor members get in her ear and ask her to get on to the Bunbury office and ask the 
department not to be so stupid.  The department is getting very good value for the small amount of rental it is 
getting.  To bump it up and kill the goose that lays the golden egg there is plain crazy.  Please do something 
about it.  Thank you. 

Yawuru Aboriginal Corporation - Adjournment Debate 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [10.05 pm]:  I take this opportunity to make a correction.  On 
Thursday, 7 April, in question without notice 84, of which some notice had been given, I referred to the Yawuru 
Aboriginal Corporation and the Wattle Downs pastoral lease.  Unfortunately, by the time the green had come out 
on that Thursday and because we did not sit for the following fortnight, I did not see it.  However, for some 
reason the words “Jarndu Yawuru Aboriginal Corporation” were put in Hansard.  The word “Jarndu” in that 
dialect actually means woman or female.  I do not know why it was put in Hansard but it was certainly not in the 
question that I asked in Parliament.  I referred only to the Yawuru Aboriginal Corporation.  For some reason, 
“Jarndu” was put in there, as indeed it was in a question without notice that I asked today, on which I will return 
a corrected green.  For some reason “Jarndu” in front of “Yawuru” has also been added to that question on the 
uncorrected copy.  The word is not correctly used and is inappropriate in this tense. 
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Further to that, I want to make some comments about the question without notice that I asked today.  In (1)(b) I 
asked whether the minister could confirm that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure was proposing to 
grant freehold title over Dampier location 324 under reserve 1517 to the Yardoogarra Aboriginal Corporation.  
The answer that I received was that it is not proposed to grant freehold title to the Yardoogarra Aboriginal 
Corporation over Dampier location 324. 

I am at pains to understand - in fact, I will have to ask a question about it tomorrow - why the minister can justify 
that answer given today, given the contents of the minutes of the ordinary meeting of council of 1 March 2005 of 
the Shire of Broome.   

On page 31, paragraph 9.3.3 under the heading “Proposed Freehold Lot of Dampier Location 324 (Reserve 
1517) Yardoogarra”, a summary of the minutes states - 

The Department for Planning and Infrastructure requests Council’s agreement to the creation of 
conditional freehold tenure for Lot 324 (Reserve 1517) in favour of the Yardoogarra Aboriginal 
Corporation. 

In background information to the shire councillors it goes on to say - 

The Department for Planning and Infrastructure (Land Asset Management Services) . . . advised by 
letter dated 11 August 2004 of the proposal for Location 324 to be transferred in freehold title to the 
Yardoogarra Aboriginal Corporation . . . asking whether the Shire had any objections . . .  

It further goes on to say - 

Following the free holding of Lot 324 the owners may apply for rates exemption. 

That is totally at odds with the answer to the question that I was given today.  Therefore, either the Department 
for Planning and Infrastructure does not know what it is doing or it has purposely misled this Parliament.  I put 
the minister on notice that I will ask this question again tomorrow to see whether I can get an accountable 
answer. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.10 pm 

__________ 
 


